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Pollusols in figures

Nonpoint source pollution from land to sea
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POLLUSOLS is cofi nanced by



Human activities (transport, industry, agriculture...) are the source of many 
pollutants that spread into the environment through various channels, 
polluting soils and sediments. Just a small amount can cause large areas to 
become permanently polluted: this is known as nonpoint source pollution.
In the Pays de la Loire region (west of France), research teams from different 
fields (biology, sociology, chemistry, physics...) work together on the issue 
of nonpoint source pollution on the land-sea continuum. This is how the 
POLLUSOLS project began in 2015.

4 types of experiment sites, 
reflecting the Loire Estuary’s 
environmental and societal 
issues, are being studied:

POLLUSOLS’s objective is to structure the 
research on the theme of nonpoint source 
pollution, improve the understanding of the 
pollution cycle, and propose relevant tools 
for managing polluted soils and sediments.
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Studied pollutants

   Toxic metals in low doses: lead, mercury
   Trace element metals (occurring naturally in 
ecosystems, they become toxic in high doses): 
copper, zinc 

   Emerging metals: platinium-group metals
   Radionuclides: uranium and its decay chains

Pollusols’s
specific features

  Nonpoint source pollutions
  Cross-disciplinary methodology
  Land-sea continuum
  Multi-scale
  Multi-pollutants


